THE  IRISH FREE STATE
 203
First, it was laid down that " All powers of govern-
ment and all authority, legislative, executive, and
judicial, in Ireland are derived from the people of
Ireland."
Secondly, it was laid down that Irish was " the
national language of the Irish Free State." It is so
now by statute of the Imperial as well as of the Irish
Parliament. If it cease to exist, it will die in defiance
of the law : yet it may be doubted whether in Ireland
this is a good omen for its longevity.
Over and above these important affirmations, the
Bail settled that the Oireachtas, or Irish Parliament,
should consist of the King and two Houses : the Bail
and the Seanad or Senate. Power to initiate legisla-
tion was given to the Senate, on all subjects other than
finance : power to reject proposals passed by the Bail
was denied it, but it was given the right to delay any
measure not being financial for a period of 270 days.
Another power which may prove to be important was
conceded to it. The Constitution established the
Referendum as a right of the electorate and also under
certain conditions the right of initiating legislative
proposals.' The Senate was given the power to call
for a referendum on every proposal of which it dis-
approved.
Adult suffrage at the age of twenty-one was adopted,
and the Bail decided to adhere to the principle of
Proportional Representation introduced by the Act
of 1920. The constituencies, however, were altered,
and the number of members in the Bail was raised
from 128 to 154. The Senate was fixed at sixty
members, holding office for twelve years, a fourth
of the assembly retiring every three years. Vacancies
are to be filled by election, the entire electorate of
citizens over thirty years voting as one constituency.
On the whole, the Constitution was carried through
with very little discussion in the assembly and almost
without exciting any public interest. The attention
of Ireland was concentrated on the events of the

